THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

tacked more than eighty times in the six months
which ended on December 31. The aqueduct of the
Dortmund-Ems Canal, which carries the equivalent
of 400 train-loads daily and serves as the chief link
between the Rhineland and north-west and central
Germany, has been put out of action, repaired, and
put out of action again. The inland ports of Duis-
burg-Ruhrort and Cologne have been repeatedly
attacked. The coastal dockyards and ports of Ham-
burg, Bremen, Wilhelmshaven, Kiel and Emden
had been raided on sixty-one, fifty-two, thirty-six,
thirty-two and twenty-seven occasions respectively
up to the end of the year. Berlin itself has been
attacked thirty-five times and the railway centres
there have suffered severely. The whole of Ger-
many's industrial and economic system has been
seriously affected by the incessant blows rained upon
it by the Royal Air Force, and these have ranged as
far afield as to Pilsen in Czechoslovakia, where the
great Skoda armament works were successfully
bombed on the nights of October 27 and November
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The Failure of the German Offensive
It is the strongest testimony to the success of our
counter-offensive that the Germans should have
resorted on their side to the savage and indiscriminate
attacks by night against London and other cities in
Britain. Those attacks were a confession of failure.
The Luftwaffe had not been trained for night opera-
tions. It was in this respect both technically and pro-
fessionally far Sligrior to the Royal Air Force. The
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